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 the Office of the Education Council, Thailand Ministry of Education  

 

As countries emerge from world recession, keen to define their position in a new order global economy, 
higher education is under huge pressure from world governments to drive economic growth and play a role 
in securing their global position. As global markets develop rapidly, governments perceive that innovation 
and economic growth will be generated from growing global networks of researchers, students and 
institutions. However these are hugely dependent on mutual understanding and trust for their success and 
sustainability.  

 

The rise of East Asia to become a dominant economic force is now supported by higher education systems 
of growing international significance. This presents new opportunities for multilateral collaboration, as teams 
increasingly need to address a wider set of challenges and take up opportunities beyond their own national 
borders. This conference will be of value to delegates from across East Asia who are questioning how the 
creative industries can be successfully and sustainably harnessed to promote economic growth. 

 
The conference themes  
Over two days, the conference will explore and debate the challenges and opportunities facing the 
development of East Asia’s creative industries sector. Plenary and workshop sessions will investigate 
relationship between Government, the Higher Education sector and the creative industries. 

 

Universities are highly complex organisations facing unprecedented challenges and demands from a new 
breed of stakeholders. In fostering a creative workforce, what are the underlying elements that support the 
creative economy, across all disciplines: - critical analysis; enquiry based learning; reflective thinking: 
discourse and dissemination of innovative practice? What proactive measures can educators take in 
nurturing a new generation of work ready graduates, knowledgeable in both practice and professionalism? 

 

What is government’s role in helping to embed, and encourage the necessary change of mind set to 
develop a supportive and joined up infrastructure? How can communication and networks be improved to 
provide a more transparent form of collaboration between stakeholders? 

 

Industry- HE partnerships? How can the flow and exchange of ideas and talent between business and 
academia be encouraged for mutual benefit?  How can research co-operation be encouraged to produce 
intellectual property that can be translated into innovative products and services that provide new revenue? 
What impact can international partnerships have on knowledge exchange? How can Thailand build on its 
rich cultural heritage while embracing new forms of creative output? 
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The dialogue will focus on best practices and lessons learnt from Thai policy makers and education leaders, 
and draw on experiences from other countries around East Asia and the UK, where higher education has 
been a driver behind successfully building a creative economy. 

 

Networking opportunities during the conference will provide delegates from industry, government and 
education to critically and creatively engage with one another as partners.  

 
Programme outline  

Thursday 6 September 2012 

Time Programme 

9.00 – 
9.15 

Opening remarks   

9.15 – 
10.45 

Opening keynote address 
  

Position statement on how far along the journey Thailand has travelled. What are the main 
challenges and the priorities for going forward? How is Thailand mapping out its role as a 
strong contributor to the ASEAN community? 

10.45 – 
11.00 

Break  

11.00 – 
12.00 

Plenary - Underlying elements that support the creative economy 

12.00-
13.00 

Networking lunch  

13.00-
14.00 

Plenary - The Creative Industries sector across the ASEAN community  

14.00-
15.00 

Plenary -  An international perspective  

15.00-
15.15 

Break  

15.15-
16.15 

Parallel sessions  
 
Mini Plenary session - Higher Education Partnerships: getting the balance right.  
Break out workshops  

Topics – The Creative economy and education: Developing the subject area - Cultural 
Heritage, Media, Arts, Design.  

16.15-
17.15 

Plenary - A creative infrastructure: A role for government? 
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17.15 Close  

18.30 – 
21.00 

Conference dinner   
 

Friday 7 September 2012 

9.00-9.45 Second Keynote address - Education as a driver to create knowledge economies. Using 
Market intelligence to forecast future trends.   

9.45-
10.45 

Plenary  - The Creative Industries sector in East Asia.    

10.45-
11.00 

Break  

11.00-
12.00 

Plenary - An international perspective. – Designing for international markets. Challenges 
and opportunities.  

12.00-
13.00 

Networking lunch  

13.00-
14.00 

Plenary - A creative infrastructure: A role for research?  

14.00-
15.00 

Parallel sessions  
Mini Plenary session - University/Business Partnerships: getting the balance right.  
 

Break out workshops  

Topics – The Creative economy and education: Developing the level of study – basic 
education, vocational education, higher education, and research.   

15.00-
15.15 

Break 

15.45 Closing Plenary – Mapping a way forward.  

 

Participation: Admission to the conference is free, but travel cost and accommodation has to be covered 
by participants. For overseas participants: Accommodation for up to 2 nights will be provided for free for the 
first 30 overseas participants that register for the event. Please complete the registration form and send it 
back to British Council Thailand by 24 August 2012.  

Further information  

Education Team, British Council Thailand 

Tel: +66 2 657 5678 Email: educationuk@britishcouncil.or.th  


